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esse Pasillas’ grandparents taught
him about Día de los Muertos before
they passed, but dangerous conditions
have prevented him from traveling to
their hometown in Mexico to pay his
respects. At Plaza de la Familia, he has
written a loving note for them on the wall
of memories near the Árbol de la Vida, or
Tree of Life.

By Natalie Butko
and Eric Jernigan

N

o matter where you come
from, being part of a
family is one thing we all
have in common.

“I was never given the chance to tell
my grandparents that I loved them”
before they passed, shared Jesse, part
of the Security K-9 team. “That small
gesture of writing a note for them at the
Plaza touches my heart. … It means so
much to me that the Disneyland Resort
offers the opportunity for me to connect
with my grandparents, even for that
small moment.”

In Latin American cultures,
Día de los Muertos (Day of the
Dead) is a time to gather as
family and honor those who
have passed away in a joyous
celebration bursting with bright
flowers, colorful papel picado
(paper cutouts), festive music
and delicious food.
While Día de los Muertos
is traditionally observed on
All Saints’ Day (Nov. 1) and
All Souls’ Day (Nov. 2), our
celebration, Plaza de la Familia,
runs now through Nov. 3 at
Paradise Gardens Park in Disney
California Adventure Park.
Guests celebrate the everlasting
bonds of family through song
and dance, artwork, mariachi
music, “Coco”-themed
experiences and, of course,
Mexican food. New to this
year’s celebration, Guests
can take photos with Miguel,
who appears in “A Musical
Celebration of Coco,” beside a
mural titled “Recuérdame” or
“Remember Me” after the film’s
Oscar-winning song.
Celebrating Día de los Muertos
at the Disneyland Resort has
become a tradition for many
Guests, but Cast Members, too,
have found a special connection
to the celebration. Here are a
few of their stories.

A

lexa Garcia has a special connection
to the movie “Coco.” Her
grandmother, Socorro, whom she called
“Grandma Coco,” passed away in 2009.
A few weeks later, the family held a
celebration of life in her honor on Nov. 1
— Grandma Coco’s birthday and part of
the Día de los Muertos holiday.

W

hen Eliana Vasquez sees the
folklorico dancers in “A Musical
Celebration of Coco” along with the rest of
the resort’s Día de los Muertos festivities
each year, it feels like home.
Her parents met as dance partners in a
folklorico group at UCLA, “so it really
brings me back home because I grew up

seeing my parents do that throughout
my whole life,” shared Eliana, a Guest
Services Cast Member at Disney’s Grand
Californian Hotel & Spa. “Being a 27-yearold Mexican and El Salvadorian Cast
Member in love with the parks, this little
corner of Disney California Adventure
Park makes me fall in love with the Disney
magic even more.”

“I was completely floored when the
movie ‘Coco’ came out. I felt like there
was an extra layer to the story that
directly touched my family given that
a major motif is about remembering
our loved ones,” said Alexa, a Cast
Experience project manager.
Since her grandmother’s passing,
Alexa has embraced her Mexican roots,
learning Spanish and cultural traditions.
“The movie resonated with so many
people from all different backgrounds
and ethnicities. When it comes down to
it, it’s about family,” she said. “I feel like
I’m still able to share it with her with
these special resort celebrations.”
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Sweet treats and ear candy

J

orge Pulido gets to experience
Plaza de la Familia in a different
way — as a performer with the
Miguel figure both in “A Musical
Celebration of Coco” and during
photo opportunities with Guests.
Celebrating Día de los Muertos
is relatively new to Jorge, but the
meaning of the holiday deeply
resonates with him.

N

ov. 1 is a special date for Irene
Barrozo: It’s her wedding
anniversary. Irene and her husband
chose the date to remember their
lost loved ones on their big day. “My
grandmother passed before she and
my mother could give me away on my
wedding day, but that day, I knew she was
there alongside me,” shared Irene, who
works in Disney California Adventure
Park Attractions.

“My grandfather passed away a few
years back, and I know that all the
memories that I’ve connected with
him are always honored on Day of
the Dead,” Jorge shared. “We set out
an ofrenda just for him. We set out
conchas, his favorite dessert, churros
and tamales. It’s nice knowing that
he’s there. Even if I can’t see him, I
know that he’s there and that the path
we set out is always there for him.”

Irene and her husband now celebrate
the holiday with their children, building
an altar and telling stories of loved ones
who have passed. And since its debut
in 2017, visiting Plaza de la Familia has
also become a family tradition. “Every
year it’s a different decoration, different
aspect that they are bringing to life for
Day of the Dead,” Irene said. “It’s fun to
see my children learn and experience it
through the resort.”

Pan Dulce Ice Cream Sandwich
Rancho del Zocalo
This colorful concha (Mexican sweet
bread) is filled with Dulce de Leche ice
cream, cajeta (Mexican caramel sauce)
and churro streusel. You can find a
similar treat (sans ice cream) at Paradise
Garden Grill.

W
F

or Steve Limones, who plays Mateo
in “A Musical Celebration of Coco,”
being a part of the show has helped him
connect with his own heritage.
“My family is from Quito, Ecuador.
Being a part of ‘A Musical Celebration
of Coco’ has really opened up my heart,
my eyes, my mind to the beautiful
culture that is Día de los Muertos and
Mexican culture in general,” Steve
explained. “I feel so honored and
so proud to be a representative, to
celebrate it and to share it with our
community that we have here at the
resort. And, even more so, I think it’s
all inclusive. We all have loved ones
who we share the memories for.”

hen Guest Relations Cast Member
Andi Rios moved to California
from Arizona to work at the Disneyland
Resort in 2013, she knew she would
miss celebrating the holiday with her
family. But with the addition of Plaza de
la Familia, she’s been able to make her
own traditions. “It has been really tough
to be so far away from them, but being
here in the Plaza de la Familia makes me
feel like I have a little piece of them with
me, especially when I hear the mariachis
playing,” said Andi.

Frozen Abuelita Horchata
Rancho del Zocalo
Horchata and Mexican Hot Chocolate
are delicious on their own, but they’re
even sweeter when combined in this
frozen concoction, topped with spiced
whipped cream.

If Guests or fellow Cast Members aren’t
familiar with Día de los Muertos, Andi
is proud to share Plaza de la Familia.
“I’m glad it’s so well represented and
other walks of life and other cultures get
to experience this as well. It makes me
super proud to be Mexican-American.”
While Día de los Muertos isn’t celebrated
until November, Guests can get a
head start with a new collection of
merchandise featuring bright colors, die
cut textures and stylized sugar skulls that
adorn tees, a headband and ear hat.
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